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Berlin, Warsaw, Moscow 31

: _astern War, O 35 territory from which that war could be launched. Hit-
gave much more thought to the first variant than to the second, which
n improvisation that followed rapidly upon the surprising failure of
sh diplomacy in early 1939. All the while, Poland was an

ler
was @
Qnﬁdwz.‘wom
or with its own aims and purposes. Germany and Poland ended up

mwm,:_.:m each other because German and Polish foreign policy were built
upon a very different analysis of global politics and the role of the state.

Berlin’s global position after Hitler’s rise to power might be character-
ized as recolonial. Empires as such were just and good; the best empires
were racial; Britain and America were rival exemplars of racial mastery; a
German empire would restore balance to the world. The globe was natu-
rally a world of competing empires; what was unnatural was the existence
of a Jewish empire—the Soviet Union—and Jewish influence in London,
Washington, Paris, and elsewhere. Germany would make a redeemingly
racial empire by displacing a decadent Jewish dominion. In Hitler’s mind,
Poland’s place 1n such a recolonial project was to help Germany: during
the war as an ally or benign neutral, afterward as a satellite or puppet.
In this conception no violent changes in the German-Polish border were
needed, since Poland could grant territory to Germany in exchange for
some of the booty in their joint conquest of the USSR. In the end this
would bé meaningless since Poland would fall under the thrall of Ger-
many during the war itself.

Warsaw’s global attitude, by contrast, might be called decolonial. Po-
land’s history was one of destruction of an ancient Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth by surrounding empires in 1795 and the creation of a
nation-state in 1918. As Poles saw matters, empires had no special legiti-
macy, and as a matter of historical logic and justice were giving way to
nation-states. Empires might be destroyed, as the Nazis thought; but if so,
they would be replaced by nation-states rather than racial regimes. All
nations were more or less equal actors in history, striving towards free-.
dom. Most leading Polish politicians were attached to the nation-state as
An intrinsic value and a collective achievement of the recent past. The
unglamorous conservative definition of the state, the monopolist of vio-
F:n.n and the enforcer of laws, was for many Poles a precious and unlikely
m.o??o:%i. No Polish leader, despite a grandiosity of rhetoric about for-
€180 policy, imagined that Poland would displace one of the world powers.

Unlike Hitler and some of the Nazis, the Polish leadership had nq theory
about the secret leadership of the USSR or all empires by Je nd no
illusions about the hidden fragility of the great powers. The imperial sys-
tem, of which the USSR was a more or less normal part, would eventually .
give way to national liberation. In the meantime, maritime empires such
as Britain and France had to open themselves to the resettlement of mil-
lions of Polish Jews. Warsaw hoped that Polish Jews would rebel against
empires and form Polish-Jewish states that would somehow extend Polish
influence in any site of settlement—Ieast implausibly Palestine. Israel was
as far as Warsaw’s dreaming went.

Both Berlin and Warsaw supported the removal of millions of Jews
from Europe. For Hitler, this was part of a vast project of ecological res-
toration, in which the elimination of Jews after a German victory would
repair the planet. The German state was a means to an end; it could ard
would be mutated and then put at risk. Antisemitism likely had more pop-
ular resonance in Poland than in Germany, at least before 1933, but 1o
one with ideas similar to Hitler’s came close to achieving power in War-
saw. Whereas German policy involved the destruction of states where Jews
lived, Polish policy sought the creation of a state for the Jews. The covest
essence of German foreign policy in the late 1930s was the ambition o
build a vast racial empire in eastern Europe; the covert essence of Polish
foreign policy was to create a State of Israel in Palestire from the territo-
ries granted by a League of Nations mandate to the British Empire.

The Nazi recolonial and the Polish decolonial mindsets were each,
in their different ways, quite radical. Each was a challenge to the impe-
rial order as it stood, the first envisioning its refoundation on the racial
principle, the second its inevitable replacement by postcolonial states. The
foreign policies they generated could seem rather similar, especially to a
Fiihrer in Berlin who thought that he needed allies. At a crucial level of pa-
litical theory, however, the opposition could hardly have been more basiz:
rejection versus endorsement of the traditional state.

This fundamental difference in attitudes about the state arose in large
measure from opposing experiences and interpretations of the First World
War. [t was a basic cause of the Second. For Polish patriots, 1918 was a year
of miracles, when an independent Polish state, absent from the maps of Eu-

t rope for more than a century, arose again. For Germans, 1918 was a year

rthe unimaginable military defeat, followed in 1919 by the Treaty of Ver-
lles and humiliating territorial concessions—largely to the new Poland
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250 THE NAZI GERMANY SOURCEBOOK

4.23 Telegram from the German Embassy in Rome to Ribbentrop,
27 August 1939

e e e e e e e et s .

TOP SECRET

To: Reich Foreign Minister

As already announced by phone, | have transmitted the reply letter of Hitlér to Duce in
presence of Ciano at 0910 hours. The Duce will reply quickly and confirm that he will comply
with Hitler's wishes 100%, and that he stands with him in complete solidarity. As far as the
desired tying down of English—French forces is concerned, the military measures already
taken by the ltalians are above suitable to tie down, according to a conservative estimate, at
least 300,000 opponents along the line Alps, Corsica, Tunisia ...

The Duce then referred again, with emphasis, to his view, already aired yesterday, that he
still believed in the possibility of reaching our goals without mﬂamﬂ conflict. He therefore
decided to mention that, also, in his Intended letter to Hitler. It is probably so, that a delay of
3—4 years of the war with the Western powers, which in his opinion, too, is unavoidable,
would change the prospects, for him as for us completely. Field Marshall Goering had talked
te him about 4 years for us some time ago. And even in talks to him about Parizni-Keitel the
latter had considered a period of several years necessary to bring us to the apex of military
efficiency. But even a delay of several months would be a gain ...

Source: Office of the US Chief of Counsel for Prosecution of Axis Criminality,
Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression, Yol. V
(Washington DC: US Government Printing Office, 1946), p. 452 [Doc. 2817-PS]




