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England’s hope, however, to alleviate its own situation by bringing about some new European
crisis is a fallacy, insofar as Germany’s relationship with Russia is concerned. Although the British
smtesmen see everything more slowly, they will yet come to understand this in the course of time.

It now is clear that in my speech on 6 October 1939 | correctly foretold the further devel-
opment of this war. | assured you, my Deputies, that | could not for a moment doubt our
victory. Unless one happens to see in defeats the signs and guarantees of final victory, | believe
¢hat developments up to now have proven me right. In spite of the fact that | was quite sure
about these developments, | offered France and England my hand for an understanding at the
cime. You will still recall the answer | received. All my arguments on the nonsense of continuing
this war, on the certainty that even in the most favorable case they would reap not victory, but
casualties, were dismissed with mockery and disdain or simply ignored.

At that time | assured you that | feared, because of my peace offer, to be decried as a
yellow-belly who did not want to fight any longer because he was not able to fight any longer.
Exactly this happened. | do believe, however, that France —less the guilty statesmen than the
people, of course — thinks differently about this October 6 today. What unspeakable misery
has befallen this great country and people since then ...

From London | now only hear cries —not the cries of the masses, but of the politicians —to
continue the war now all the more.

| do not know whether these politicians already have the right notion of what a continua-
tion of this war will bring. They do declare that they will continue this war, and, if England
goes to ruin as a result, they will continue it from Canada. | hardly believe that this means the
people will be going to Canada; rather it will probably be the war profiteers who will retreat
to Canada. The people, | believe, will have to remain in England. And they will surely view the
war with different eyes than their so-called leaders in Canada.

Believe me, members of the Reichstag, | feel an inner disgust at this sort of unconscionable
parliamentary destroyer of peoples and states. It almost hurts me that fate has chosen me to
give a shove to what these people have brought to the point of falling. For my intention was
not to wage war but to construct a new socially-minded state of the highest culture.

Every year of this war robs me of my work. And the ones who cause me to be robbed are
ridiculous ciphers whom one can only call assembly-line products of nature, insofar as they
do not derive some special distinction from their venal corruption.

Mr. Churchill has just declared again that he wants the war. About six weeks ago he began
war in an arena in which he apparently believes he is particularly strong, the air war against
the civilian population, albeit under the pretext of hitting so-called war-related objectives.
Ever since Freiburg,’® these objectives have been open cities, market places, peasant villages,
residences, hospitals, schools, kindergartens and whatever else gets hit.

Up to now | have hardly responded. But this does not mean that this is our only possible
response or will remain the only one.

| am quite aware of the fact that from our response, which will come at some time, nameless
suffering and misfortune will descend upon people. Not on Mr. Churchill, of course, for he will
surely be sitting in Canada, where the property and children of the leading war profiteers have
already been brought But for millions of other people great suffering will resutt. And Mr. Churchill
should perhaps believe me just this once when | now make the following prophecy:

5  The southwestern city of Freiburg near the French border was bombed on 10 May 1940, possibly by
German planes.

%. great world empire will be destroyed, a world empire which it was never my int
S
to destroy or damage. But | am fully aware that the continuation of this war will only m:a:e.on
Wit

the complete destruction of one of the two warri i
e co ring parties. Mr. Ch i i
this will be Germany. | know it Will be England. °F - S e

..Pn this hour | feel obligated by conscience to direct one more
believe | am entitled to do this, because | am not asking for something as the vanquished
speaking for reason as the victor. | see no reason that should compel us to no:M:cm.omr._ucm o

I regret the sacrifices it will demand. I would like to avert them from my own peopl .

I know that millions of German men and youths are aglow at the prospect of m:ﬂ: _u_um.mu el
to fight the enemy, who for the second time has declared war on us without an W -

Mr. Churchill might again dismiss my declaration with the yowl that u_.__m meﬂ_n

offspring of my fear and my doubt about final victory. A i
] . At any rate | i
conscience about the things to come ... L 7 rece il have refieved

appeal of reason to England, |

the
my

Source: Deutsches Nachrichtenbiiro, 19 July 1940
Translated by Rod wﬂmnrm_vm_.m

The failure of Operation Sea Lion, Summer 1940

The fall of France marked the high point of German fortunes and Hitler’s care
Qm.ﬂ:ma\ appeared to have won the war. But Britain remained defiant. Winston Ch i
chill CmEI.H 965), who had replaced Chamberlain as prime minister on 10 ZE.
woﬂm.cmana his war cabinet, including Chamberlain and the appeasement-minded homwm
Halifax, not to accept Hitler’s terms. With a peace settdement unattainable on German
terms and a successful invasion of England dependent on control of the air, Hitler
M“.En,a to mb.oEQ, mw_uﬂ.mo:“ asurprise attack on the Soviet Union even before Em end of
€ war agamnst Britain. On 31 July 1940 he discussed this option with his leadin
mm:nﬂwﬂ_ as recorded by General Halder below. Although Hitler had his doubts mdocmﬂ
the mm.mmﬂg:u\ of an invasion of the British Isles, at this point he still hoped to end th
war with Britain before launching the attack on Russia. ’ i
.Eocmvoﬁ the summer of 1940 the air war known as the “Batle of Britain” ged.
.H.JB._E@ Om. 9.@ German Air Force to establish air suprermacy forced a suspension of _UHMW o
invade Britain, code-named :.OﬁQ.mQOD Sea Lion,” in early September. Halder’s diary shows
that army mbm navy leaders disagreed on the site, extent, and feasibility of the _mb&mm The
army was @EESW to risk a landing attempt without full control of the air or the sea I.&an
was also critical of the passive role of the High Command (OKW) in planning the ovo.nmno:.

5.6 The Halder War Diary, 1940

31 JULY 1940
Fihrer:

(a) Stresses his skepticism regarding technical feasibility [of Operation Sea Lion];
however, satisfied with results produced by Navy.
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